January 2, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,
As usual we are late getting this letter
put together so are sending you a
belated Merry Christmas greeting and
hope you had a wonderful time of
celebrating. We had a spectacular Christmas day
with our children Ruth and Vernon and grandchildren
Casey and Rachel. It’s so fun having little ones in
the house for such a special day!
So far we have had very little snow, although TV weather
reports often make it sound like we have had quite a bit. In
truth, most has fallen in the mountains, while this metro area
sits on the plain just to the east. No doubt we will yet get a storm that will
have Vernon shoveling again, as this picture shows from last year.
Not much has been different for the six of us this year, which is a blessing in itself as there
have been no “unexpecteds” to meet. We are grateful for consistency!
We have been taking care of a cute Scottie dog while a friend of Ruth’s
has had cancer treatments. Kitty, as the dog is called, has run both us and the squirrels
that consider our yard their territory, a merry chase!
Roy is going to call it quits at work in the New Year, finally taking retirement in the spring.
I will continue to hold my part time work at the hospital switchboard at least for a while as we adjust to
what life will be like in the months after Roy retires.
In June Roy and I took a lengthy trip by car to Washington and
Oregon. We were able to attend the high school graduation of a
niece and visit relatives in Seattle. Our granddaughter, Madeline
flew from Louisiana to meet us in Seattle. We took her to the Space
Needle and rode on a ferry. It was a gorgeous day so the ferry ride
was an especially wonderful event for us all.
We visited friends Lloyd and Doris Anderson who
manage the Creation Information Center
near Mt St Helens and got a wonderful
tour of the points of interest that show
how canyons, rivers, and other
geological formations can be made very
quickly rather than over the long millennia of years that it is
thought are needed to do such things.
After that we “did” the Oregon coast and
the lovely redwoods of northern
California before heading home to
Denver. It was a long drive with much hopping
in and out of the car, a tiresome routine. But
well worth the wonders we were able to see
and enjoy!
A treat from Vern for Roy was to fly again after so many years.
Vern and Casey went along and it was a lifetime first experience
for Casey. It was a day that will be remembered by all three.
Finally, one of the most exciting gifts this Christmas is another
trip to the indoor skydiving place! Last year Ruth got tickets for
Casey and Vernon to go. They had such a great time. This year
there were three tickets under the Christmas tree so Rachel gets
to go this next time & she can hardly wait!
With so many ways to stay in contact these days we hope to hear from you from time to time. May your days be merry and
bright and may you find our Lord’s rich blessings to be your strength comfort and joy in the year ahead.

Happy New Year from the Smiths! - Roy and Gale, Ruth, Vernon, Casey, and Rachel

